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efforts of sacerdotalism. The unscrupulous at-
tacks of the clergy against the machinery of
State education have made them bitterly hos-
tile and not infrequently irreligious. They de-
scribe the priests as "formidable and tenebrous/*
as "deceiving the masses/' and in kindred
terms. Were the manufacturers, the business
men, and the farmers divided into two classes,
the larger one would be found with the oppo-
nents of the clergy. The Socialists are a unit
in their anti-clericalism.

In the Chamber of Deputies, Buisson, de Pres-
sense, Jaures, Bourgeois, Brisson, Doumer,
Delcasse, Trouillot, Millerand, and Briand con-
stitute an anti-clerical group which, in ability,
statesmanship, and character, cannot be equalled
by the twenty-five barons, dukes, and counts of
the other side, even including worthy men like
Count de Mun and Baron Denys Cochin. The
same is true in the Senate. Anti-clericals have
with them the best educated and the most ad-
vanced sections of the country. Abbe Gayraud
admits that "anti-clerical ideas have invaded
the electoral body and that they control it.
How small indeed is the number of the citizens
who, in their public life, in the exercise of popu-
lar sovereignty, act like true, Catholics, that is,
care for the interests of religion and the needs